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Golden Wattle (Acacia)

The highest concentration of Acacia 

species anywhere in the world 

occurs in the wheatbelt region of 

southwest Western Australia. The 

wattle blooms during the Djilba and 

Kambarang season. 
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Welcome to the 3rd edition Link-Up Newsletter. It has been a pleasure to continue to work with the 
Link-Up staff, in the metropolitan and regional areas of South Hedland and Kalgoorlie assisting 
clients of the Stolen Generations and the community on their healing journey.

The year has continued to present many challenges  for the delivery of services at times due to 
the WA Government COVID-19 mandates and a welcome relief after restrictions of COVID-19. 
Some events were initially postponed and as restrictions started to be lifted we were able to 
deliver many of these healing events. In addition our organisation has adapted COVID-19 safe 
protocols for all staff to ensure continuous service delivery to our clients and the community. 

Funding from the Healing Foundation and the National Aboriginal Community Controlled Health 
Organisation (NACHO) enabled Link-Up to provide COVID-19 “crisis packs” to ensure members of 
the Stolen Generations can remain safe throughout isolation and Government mandates.  

Many of the events included reunions, women’s healing camps, promotion of service, and other 
significant days for the Stolen Generations are featured in Link-Up magazines, both nationally 
and locally.  

Successful mission gatherings were held in Perth and in Carnarvon, providing clients an 
opportunity to yarn, reconnect and reminisce about days gone by, some meeting up for the 
first time for many years.  These are such important events, and a proposed Mission gathering is 
planned to be held in Roebourne in 2022.

Our Link-Up staff continue to professionally develop to deliver a wide range of culturally secure 
community base healing services to positively impact the members of the Stolen Generations 
social and emotional wellbeing. 

In conclusion, I would like to congratulate Jan Bin-Saad, Team Leader, South Hedland Link-Up 
office in gaining 10 years of continuous service, we hope you have a safe and wonderful break. 
 

Welcome

Acknowledgements
We respectfully acknowledge and pay our respects to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Elders, 
past, present and emerging; and acknowledge the diversity and strength of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and communities today.
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander readers are 
warned that this publication may contain images of 

deceased persons.
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Hi, my name is Sarah, I’m from Karratha where I lived for most of my life before 
moving to Perth in January 2020. My role as the Administration Assistant which 
includes being the first point of contact for clients and providing the Link-Up 
team with administration support. I believe it’s important for both internal & 
external clients to be made to feel welcome and respected when visiting our 
office. I enjoy interacting with our clients and assisting them with anything 
they may need, even if it’s a cuppa!
Sarah Edgill, Administration Assistant

New Link-Up Mob

Kaya, my name is Raelani Aleni, I am a Caseworker at Yorgum Link-Up in Perth.  
My role working with members of the Stolen Generations is unique and I am 
very fortunate to be able to work with our clients as their stories and histories 
are so rich.  Part of my role is co-ordinating Reunions for our clients, where a 
lot of healing takes place.  To be able to watch clients in their healing during 
their Link-Up journey with us is what makes the role special.  We have a great 
close-knit team at our office and the outcomes we see with our clients is very 
rewarding.
Raelani Aleni, Caseworker

My name is I’esha Tammen. I work at Yorgum Link-Up as a Caseworker on 
Noongar Boodja. I have been with Yorgum Link-Up for over a year. My work 
background is in AOD, AMS (Debarl Yerrigan) and having previously worked 
at Yorgum some years ago in the SEWB department and I am also a qualified 
Counsellor.  I am a proud Papua New Guinea and Torres Strait Islander. My 
father is from Mer and my family connections are the Mills and Ruebens. 
My mother is from Kerema and my family connections are the Tovas and 
Laos.  At a young tender age, I was taken from my mother’s country and 
adopted by a European family. I lost all connection to country, culture, and 
family.  Growing up in the 80’s in Perth was very challenging as a child of 
colour living in the typical white suburbs.  This loss that I experienced was a 
major push for me to want to work with our Mob, as being able to witness our 

client’s healing, is also healing for me too.  Working at Link-Up allows me to meet beautiful clients and hear 
their stories.  Walking with our clients through their journey of healing is one of the highlights of my role.  I 
work alongside some really valuable and dedicated members of the Link-Up team and we really work hard 
together to provide the clients with the best outcomes. I’esha Tammen, Caseworker

My name is Kayleen Arnold, my maiden name is Kennedy. My family origins are from the Nyikina 
People of the Kimberley’s and also the Martu People of the Western Desert region. My skin group is 
Banaka. My passion is working with and helping our families and the community. 
With over 30 years experience in community services and the education system, 
I qualified as a Nyangumarta Language teacher in 1999, teaching aboriginal 
language alongside my aunty for 20 years at the local primary school. This was 
the most rewarding experience, learning from our old people, going out onto 
country and having their guidance to ensure the content of our lessons reflected 
community knowledge and values. 
As a member of the Stolen Generation, I’ve held a fascination with family history 
and research, conducting my own search for family history and genealogies 
since I was a teenager, leading me to my dream job as a researcher for Yorgum 
all these years later. Kayleen Arnold, Research Officer

Indich Reunion
In May 2021, Yorgum Link-Up took seven members of the Indich family to Kalgoorlie and Esperance, for a 
Family Reunion and Back to Country. The three brothers and four sisters who attended are all 1st Generation 
Stolen, and had been placed in New Norcia Mission. They wanted to meet the Dimer side of their family. 
Their German ancestor, Heinrich (aka Henry) Dimer, was on a whaling boat and jumped ship in Albany. 
He moved to Esperance, where he had a large family, then moved to Coolgardie/Kalgoorlie, where he had 
another large family. Henry was well known in the community for opening up roads and breeding cattle 
and sheep.

On Monday we flew to Kalgoorlie. That afternoon we had a grief and loss session, making wreaths to 
be placed on the grave of Henry in the Kalgoorlie Cemetery. The following morning, we had a beautiful 
Welcome to Country by Elder Uncle Aubrey Lynch from the Mudjar Aboriginal Corporation and morning 
tea. After the Welcome, we took a picnic lunch to Hammond Park, which is home to a range of native 
animals and features ponds and aviaries. 

We then visited the cemetery to lay the wreaths and afterwards visited the famous Two-Up arena. The 
caretaker arrived while we were there. He had been the Ringmaster in the past, and shared fascinating 
stories of events and people who had been there. Following this, we went to the open cut goldmine, named 
the Super Pit, and to the Kurrawang Aboriginal Community. The Kurrawang Mission was established as a 
‘Native Reserve’ by Christian Brethren in 1952, with three purposes: to care for Aboriginal people who had 
been in hospital and were awaiting transport back to home; to provide rations to local Aboriginal people 
from the Kalgoorlie area; and to provide camping facilities for Aboriginal people passing through on their 
way to employment or in Kalgoorlie for ceremonial purposes. Aboriginal children were placed in the Mission 
and schooled there. By 1984 Kurrawang was a self-managed Aboriginal community with a parent-directed 
school on the site.

Wednesday morning was our drive down to Esperance, arriving in the afternoon. After checking into 
our hotel we explored the area and beautiful beaches. Next morning a morning tea was arranged at the 
Arts and Crafts/Cultural Centre for the Welcome to Country and to meet with family. This Welcome was 
conducted by a representative from the Mudjar Aboriginal Corporation. A large contingent of Dimer family 
members attended, and this was the highlight of the Reunion. Stories and information were shared and 
connections made, and it was hard to leave. One of the younger family 
members was a ranger, and she took us to the cemetery to locate graves 
and was present for the laying of wreaths. 

Following this we visited the museum, and in the afternoon we visited 
Tommy Windich’s grave. This was difficult to find. It had been relocated 
due to water inundation at the original spot. Little is known of his youth, 
but his skills in tracking and knowledge of a number of Aboriginal 
languages suggest a traditional upbringing, whereas his skills in horse 
riding and marksmanship indicate extensive contact with colonial culture. 
For a time he worked with the police force in York, where his main tasks 
were to assist in the tracking of escaped convicts. In 1865 he tracked and 
helped to recapture a prison escapee named Joseph Johns, who would 
later become the notorious bushranger Moondyne Joe.

Early in 1876, Windich was working as a guide with the party constructing 
the overland telegraph line from Perth to Adelaide, when he caught a 
chill that became a serious illness. Around the 20th of February, he died 
of Pneumonia. He was buried at Dempster Head near Esperance. John 
Forrest said at the time “his name is almost a household word in this 
colony.... I feel that I have lost an old and well-tried companion and friend.” 

On Friday we drove back to Kalgoorlie, arriving in time for dinner before 
catching our flight back to Perth. everyone was exhausted from the 
emotions and the travel of the journey, there was a sense of elation and 
satisfaction. Throughout the reunion the family worked closely as a team. 
They looked out and supported each other as necessary. It wasn’t often 
that they were all able to meet together as a family, which made this 
journey all the more special. 
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Marble Bar 
Graveside 
Reunion

South Hedland Link Up assisted Aunty Lena Dary, on  a reunion 
Back to Country, and a graveside reunion for her father.

Aunty Lena is a woman of strong culture showing and sharing 
her connections with stories of the land, honor and pride,  her 
face glows when sharing yarns about herself, her father and 
her mother at a very young age, she has been looking for her 
father’s resting place for many years. 

Arriving at Marble Bar, for the  week was rejuvenating and 
peaceful sitting under a shady white gum tree,surrounded by 
beautiful colours within the mountains landscape, with birds 
and a sense of calmness in peaceful nature.  

The first thought on sighting the cemetery was joyfulness and 
happiness for Lena, while at the resting site, Lena could feel 
her grandmother close to her. 

Aunty Lena showed and shared with us a special place to relax 
and unwind – Chainman Pool, where this place is spectacular 
for jaspar rock, a lot of fishing and meditating in peace for the 
moment.

Overall the week was very joyous and successful for Aunty 
Lena who as able to leave two wooden crosses at the gravesite.  

South 
Hedland
Our South Hedland Link-Up office 
provides once a week Women Healing 
Circles activities, where up to 16 Stolen 
Generation members who engage in 
art & crafts, yarning and various healing 
activities. 

Community Knowledge Sharing 
Link-Up South Hedland actively engages 
in community events and information 
sessions with the elders including: 

 ◆ Annual NAIDOC
 ◆ Suicide Awareness
 ◆ Rowan’s Walk
 ◆ Domestic Violence
 ◆ Mental Health
 ◆ These service providers are:
 ◆ In-Spire Women’s Group
 ◆ Pilbara Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Women’s Forum – Senator 
Sue Lines

 ◆ Bloodwood Tree Association – 
Mini Mart

 ◆ Aboriginal Family Law Services
 ◆ IBN Group 
 ◆ Pilbara Mental Health
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Stolen Generations 
Christmas Party
In 2021, the Link-Up program held successful Christmas parties  for members of the Stolen Generations 
in Perth, South Hedland and Kalgoorlie. All events were well attended,  attributed to the well publicised 
strategic mail outs to clients and promotion on the Yorgum Facebook page. There was positive feedback 
from clients and members of the public.

Over the day the attendees enjoyed entertainment, delicious festive food and most importantly, catching 
up with their “Mission Brothers and Sisters” along with relatives they may not have seen for some time.  
In Perth, staff and clients took to the dance floor, which was lovely to witness. The coming together of 
everyone at these events was a pleasure to observe and to be a apart of, especially as COVID-19  restrictions 
throughout the year to some extent, played a part in keeping people away from one another.

A professional photographer and a photobooth captured key moments. Perth Link-Up staff provided a 
shuttle bus to transport clients and members of the public from the Burswood train station to the event. 

A “bush style” Christmas tree adorned with nuts and leaves from a native tree created by staff was placed 
in the venue.

Feedback from clients and members of the public on this event:

“Incredible work Yogum does for our Mob”

“Great Seniors Reunion, pleased with the service 
provided”

“Happy for the entire lunch, for seeing people (one family 
member) I have not see in a long time and others, along 
with the music”

“Thank you for the invite, well presented, well done!”

Yorgum Link-Up in partnership with Derbarl Yerrigan Aboriginal Medical Health Services held an event on 
the 27th of May 2021  at Burswood on Swan. This important event was well attended by 111 members of the 
Stolen Generations and other Community members.

We commenced the day with a Welcome to Country and a Smoking Ceremony facilitated by Uncle Trevor 
Walley. We began our cultural activities including basket weaving with Noongar woman Julianne Wade 
and a community painting piece with Derbarl Yerrigan. We all enjoyed deadly dance perofrmances by the 
very talented Koolgankas Kreate Dance group. 

Julianne taught us how to start basket from the beginning using raffia and different coloured wool. Many 
ladies were yarning with one another, which brought an atmosphere of togetherness at the weaving tables. 
Others went outside where a large canvas piece was waiting to be painted. Each person who contributed to 
this art piece painted their hands or left a message on the canvas which was taken back to Derbarl Yerrigan.  
  
The day was also a day for Yorgum Link-Up and Derbarl Yerrigan clients to catch up and yarn with other “Mission 
Brothers and Sisters” with a lot saying that these days were special and made them happy.

Sorry Day
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Mission Reunion
A Mission’s reunion was held for members of the Stolen 
Generations who had been removed to Missions and Institutions 
located all of Western Australia.  This location holds significance 
to Noongar people, as it is a place where the old people would 
hunt, gather food and camp.

The day commenced with a Welcome to Country and a Smoking 
Ceremony both facilitated by Noongar Elder Uncle Nic Abraham.
Clients were able to listen to guest speakers who engaged 
them with stories about their healing journey and how Link-
Up has been able to be a part of that. The guest speakers and 
clients were able to enjoy listening and dancing to music that 
was performed by Natasha Elderidge and her band, while staff 
mingled with clients.

A beautiful creative art piece where clients wrote their reflection 
of what the day meant to them, was well received by everyone.  

Positive feedback was received indicating more events like this 
would be welcomed.  

Yarning continued over a delicious lunch until the event finished.

Five clients and two staff headed to Moondyne Convention 
Centre on Monday 3rd May, 2021 for a three-night, four-day 
Women’s Healing Camp. Healing Camps traditionally run 
twice a year in the months of June and November. 

Due to COVID-19 challenges, we were finally able to come 
together and go on our journey, which was described as 
“healing” by our ladies. During the stay, we were treated 
to nutritious country style cooked meals within a peaceful 
environment. The views of the Avon Valley National Park in 
Lower Chittering, the wild kangaroos and emus, the sounds 
of the local birds and the fresh air were grounding for our 
spirit and helped us to connect to Mother Earth.   

Over the four days, we went on a guided tour and practiced 
mindfulness, using a breath meditation and mindfulness 
colouring. We used art materials to journal, we listened to 
music and danced, laughed, and shared stories that created 
a bond with the ladies.

On this journey, each woman experienced their own 
personal healing, whether it was through sharing stories 
during our yarning circle or connecting to Country and the 
environment. The ladies left the camp feeling a a sense 
of peace, as well as a sense of togetherness, which will 
continue with the Women’s Healing Circles.  

Womens Healing Camp
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Sampie Reunion
This meeting provides the opportunity for CEO’s, 
Managers and other key Link-Up workers  to meet 
biannually  together, to discuss key issues around 
Stolen Generations and to lobby as a group to effect 
changes. Over the past eighteen months, COVID-19    
has presented many challenges, which resulted  in 
the postponement of several meetings.

Despite these challenges, in June 2021, the National 
Link-Up Leadership hosted by Yorgum Healing 
Services at the Rendezvous Hotel  in Scarborough,  
over three days.  Along with invited guests, Link-Up  
services were represented by Kimberley Aboriginal 
Stolen Generation Corporation, Central Australian 
Aboriginal Congress of Alice Springs, Nunkuwarrin 
Yunti of South Australia, Victorian Aboriginal Child 
Care Agency (VACCA) and Yorgum Healing Services,  
along with invited guests, including Fiona Cornforth, 
CEO  from The Healing Foundation, Kathleen Stacey 
from Beyond-Kathleen Stacey & Associates and 
others. 

The meeting was opened by Kerry-Ann Winmar 
from Nyungar Tours, who followed up with a guided 
tour in Kings Park. Laurel Sellers, CEO of Yorgum 
Healing Services chaired the meeting, whilst Louise 
Burrows, Yorgum Project Officer took minutes.

Over the three days, discussions were held, and 
information shared amongst the group, with 
presentations on the National Link-Up Monitoring 
and Evaluation Tool, implemented and developed 
by Kathleen Stacey’s Consultancy group, in close 

consultation with all Link-Up services, as an 
initiative by our funding body – NIAA. Other topics 
included, research, an update and their vision on 
the Healing Foundation for the future, the National 
Link-Up Magazine, and a Best Practice presentation 
featuring Yorgum BTH Counsellors and the unique 
fortnightly Womens Healing Circle. 

In addition, there was an opportunity for Link-Up 
offices to provide an update on service delivery,  in 
the wake of COVID-19 and the many restrictions 
placed on the state. Many offices were involved in 
compiling and delivering COVID-19 packages to 
their clients, which contributed to assisting with the 
clients’ social and emotional well-being.

In closing, the three-day event, was well received 
by all who attended and  follow up discussions 
and tasks  will be carried over at the next Link-Up 
meeting.   The event closed with everyone attending 
a group dinner.  

Cheryl Augustsson
Link-Up Manager

National Leadership Meeting
Perth, 21st - 23rd June 2021

Link-Up recently assisted client Aunty Winifred Sampie on her 
Back to Country reunion to Lombadina, Djarindjin and One Arm 
Point. Winnie is a 2nd generation client of Yorgum Link-Up.

Aunty Winifred is connected to the Spinifex Art Studio; she loves 
her art therapy. Her art has travelled with many people and 
galleries around Australia.

Aunty Winnie Sampie is one tough elder with whom Yorgum 
staff have had the honour to be able to share her story, country 
and connections. We met up with two Aunties, Burnette and 
Laurel Angus who accompanied Winnie whilst visiting many 
significant sites.

A community member was able to guide us to and around 
Kooljaman, where a lovely afternoon cuppa was enjoyed by all.

One of the memories Yorgum staff have had the pleasure of 
sharing with Aunty Winnie was when the two aunties was invited 
over for dinner and boiled tongue and veggies were on the 
menu. The two Aunties wanted a fire. So fire was created by staff 
then an abundance of hardy laughters of stories from childhood 
to now were shared.

Lombadina, Djarindjin and One Arm Point will never be forgotten 
in our hearts. Aunty Winnie said she always wanted to share her 
country with Yorgum staff for appreciation in everything staff 
have assisted her with. Well Nana Winnie your wish was granted.
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Promotion 
of Services
Link-Up staff visited Laverton and 
Leonora on the 18th and 19th of May 
2021.  It became quite apparent that 
the service is required for this area with 
many people from both towns coming 
to see us.  

Laverton was our first stop and we 
didn’t have anyone actually show up at 
the hall by mid-morning so our Team 
Leader, Nola Kelly, suggested we go 
visit some of the Aboriginal services.  
The first service we came across was 
the Laverton Outback Gallery.  We 
explained what we were there for and 
the lovely lady said that there were 
actually a few ladies painting in the 
next building that would definitely like to hear from us.  

We were introduced to three beautiful ladies who were indeed very interested in the Link-Up service.  Aunty 
Doreen Harris, a beautiful soul, began telling us about how she and her sister were removed to Mount 
Margaret Mission when they were very little.  She also spoke of the rough station life and the treatment at 
the hands of the overseer of the station.  Her stories were hard to listen to but her resilience shone brightly.  

Such a beautiful lady that left us wanting to adopt her as our nan.  She also asked about redress and stolen 
wages which Nola was able to provide information about to connect her to the right areas.  Whilst there, 
others came in and chatted and by lunch time, we had around 8 people who we sat down with along with 
Thelma Butler at the Wirrapanda Foundation and had lunch. Doreen continued with her stories with others 
joining in. At the conclusion of the day, we assured everyone Link-Up would be back very soon to follow 
up along with passing on to Yorgum’s Redress team the information that Laverton residents need their 
assistance.

Our next day was spent in Leonora. Again, we didn’t have much luck with attendance at the venue so 
decided again the street would be the best option.  It didn’t take long before a few people came along and 
we started talking about why we were there. We met a number of residents who went off and sent others to 
come speak with us. We also dropped in to visit a number of key organisations including the Shire office and 
the Community Resource Centre who were very helpful.  To conclude, it was a very eventful promotion of 
service with clear indication that the communities in the northern Goldfields have not had the opportunity 
to utilise the Link-Up service. That however, is about to change with a revisit by the Goldfields Team Leader 
and Caseworker planning another visit very soon.

On the 17th of November, 2021 Yorgum Link-Up held a Promotion of Service and a Family History Day in 
Geraldton for potential clients and members of the Stolen Generations who were interested in finding out 
about the services Link-Up provide to the community.

The event was held at Bundiyarra Aboriginal Community, Aboriginal Corporation. It was attended by a 
group of people who were interested to find out how they can become members, to find out more about 
family tracing and requesting information on Redress.

The day started with a Welcome to Country by Elder Uncle Graham Taylor, who made us feel welcome. 
Uncle Graham Taylor spoke about his time served in the armed forces, and took us on a tour of the war 
memorial for those Aboriginal people who fought in war. Followed by a powerpoint presentation by Link-
Up staff.  

A client spoke glowingly about the support she had previously received from Yorgum with with a graveside 
reunion for her mother, back to Geraldton. It ended with questions and answers and a yarning session.
Feedback from the community members was collected and they stated that they felt that the event should 
happen more regularly.

Promotion of Services & 
Family History Day 

Geraldton
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Yorgum Link-Up continues to deliver Women’s 
Healing Circles. The Circle is a  closed group, which 
enables a sense of trust and safety, and led to a 
deeper sharing and healing. The group is facilitated 
by Yorgum’s Bringing Them Home Counsellors.

The Healing Circles are based on the concept of 
Yarning Circles, which provide therapeutic yarning 
with a purpose, in conjunction with Dadirri, which 
is the practice of deep inner listening and quiet still 
awareness, as taught by Miriam-Rose Ungunmerr-
Baumann. These two approaches combine to create 
a culturally safe healing practice. 

The sessions, are  focused on understanding the 
trauma that has resulted from colonisation, looking 
at the impacts of this trauma on individuals, families 
and communities. 

A very important concept of the healing circles 
is  self-care. The women are often juggling family 
commitments, We used the analogy of the oxygen 
masks that drop down during an emergency in 
aeroplanes, where the adult must put on their mask 
before helping their children. 

The women could see that if the adult isn’t okay 
because she hasn’t put on her oxygen mask first, 
she will be unable to help those around her because 
she has collapsed. 

The women were then able to understand that 
practising self-care meant they would be more able 
to support the people who depended on them, and 
importantly, it would help them stay as healthy as 
possible, and improve their quality of life. 

The women reported that the Healing Circle was 
helpful, for example, “taking this journey has opened 
me up and helped tremendously”, “I feel calmer 
now, and more grounded”, “the loss and grief work 
has been heart-breaking but helped a lot”. Healing 
is usually a lifetime endeavour. Participating in 
the Healing Circle was a step along the way in the 
healing journey that these women are undertaking. 

Womens Healing Circle
Perth

Carnarvon Mission 
Gathering

Located out of Carnarvon, are the ruins of the 
Church of Christ Mission which operated from 
1945 – 1975 and, was the institution where many 
Aboriginal children from the Gascoyne and Pilbara 
were removed or placed during their infant and 
formative years.

On 22nd and 23rd September 2021, South Hedland 
Staff, coordinated a mission reunion, which was 
held at the Gwoonwardu Mia Gascoyne Aboriginal 
Heritage and Culture center in Carnarvon.

This center represents five Aboriginal Groups of this 
region –Yinggarda, Bayungu, Thadgari, Bayungu 
and Thalanyji.  Many children who have connections 
to these groups and others were placed or removed 
from these language groups and their country.  
Thirty-five local people who had been in this mission, 
or descendants attended this gathering which was 
supported by staff members from the Perth office.  

The day’s proceedings started with a warm welcome 
to country by Yinggarda woman, Elder Marion 
Crowe which set the scene for the next few days.   
The gathering provided an opportunity for those 
in attendance to reconnect and share stories, yarn, 
and reflect on those ‘mission kids” who had passed 
or were unable to attend.    

A communal grief and loss activity was facilitated by 
the counsellors who attended this gathering over 
the two days. 

A large circular frame with sea grass interwoven was 
the building block for those in attendance to write 
a message to a family member who not presentor 
had passed away, attaching it to the wreath with a 
flower.  Counsellors were in attendance to listen and 
speak with clients as this process unfolded.   

This art piece now sits in the Gwoonwardu Mia 
Gascoyne Aboriginal Heritage and Culture Centre in 
Carnarvon for commemorate the loss of loved families. 

Given some members of the Stolen Generations 
were unable to attend this event, a second mission 
gathering is planned to be held in Roebourne in 
September 2022, it is anticipated, many people are 
expected to attend from the towns of Roebourne, 
Tom Price, Karratha, Onslow and Port Hedland.
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Yorgum Healing Services South Hedland provided and assisted five clients a healing 
camp to Dampier on the 21st to the 25th of June 2021.

On Tuesday the 22nd  the women wanted to look around Dampier area, as most 
have not been to Dampier. The women were surprised not to see any Aboriginal 
people there nor history of ancestors.

As there has been old stories told to a few of the women about the massacres 
around this area.  This showed a silent remembrance once shared as a group.

We visited the Gas Plant operating in the area, a few women looked over the history, 
for the rest of the women who stayed on the bus did not believe that this process 
should be there. We visited a nursery in the area for native plants. 

On Wednesday 23rd  we travelled to Point Samson for fishing but we had to turn 
around due to strong winds. We then travelled to Cossack where the women 
wanted to fish. Some of the women were successful for the day. One of the women 
caught nine fish and shared the catch with the rest of the women for a BBQ meal. 
Everyone enjoyed fresh fish.

Every morning staff reflected with clients how they were feeling. Our clients said 
they were enjoying their time away from every day routine. 

On the Thursday 24th women enjoyed the fishing day before that they requested to 
going fishing again at Cossack. 

The ladies were taken back to their accommodation to rest for the rest of the evening. 
To see the glow and how relaxed our 
clients were, gave staff a feeling of being 
proud to sharing this healing camp with 
each one of them.

On the last day, Friday the 25th, the clients 
checked out of the accommodation and 
traveled to Karratha for a final shop then 
onto Roebourne to visit the information 
Centre, then continuing onto South 
Hedland. 

Womens Healing Camp 
Dampier
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